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JSU students stand together against visiting ministry on
campus
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/09/22/jsu-students-stand-together-against-visiting-ministry-on-campus/
September 22, 2021

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
JSU students were outraged by an evangelistic couple that gathered on campus earlier this
month with offensive signs targeted at women.
The signs, associated with the WALKabout Jesus ministry, contained sexist ideology, such as
statements like “Women are weaker than men.” One sign in particular gained a lot of
attention on social media pages. The sign quoted, “Young women: You don’t need college;
You need faith, a Bible, and a good cookbook.”
The misogynistic messages of these signs caused women to voice their opinions against the
couple. Many voices were heard on Facebook where some posts about the signs received
hundreds of shares.
One Facebook post by Lillie Holderfield voiced how she felt seeing the offensive signs
targeted at her education.
“Not a great feeling being a woman on a college campus and being screamed at that I don’t
actually need the education I am paying for. Jacksonville, do better,” Holderfield said.
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The WALKabout Jesus ministry is known for travelling around campuses and events to
spread their evangelism. College students from all over Alabama have stories about being
harassed at school by the ministry. The harassment has been so severe that one individual
started a petition to get WALKabout Jesus banned from the University of North Alabama.
Many people are wondering why the individuals were allowed to set up on campus and
harass students that are paying to peacefully attend class.
The university released a statement to students via email on September 15 that outlined the
freedom of speech legislature and how it applies to the individuals on the quad.
“Please understand that these speakers’ presence on campus is not endorsed by JSU.
However, as a public institution, JSU upholds the First Amendment rights afforded by the
Constitution,” the statement read.
The email also encouraged students to not get hostile with the individuals and to clear space
on the sidewalks for them to avoid accidents.
Several of the people who encountered the individuals believe the university could have
done more to support students in a time of harassment. Jamie Brock, sophomore at JSU,
was at the event and not only believes that they should have been encouraged by officials to
leave but also claims the individuals parked in faculty parking spots but received no ticket
from university police.
Though JSU students could not control the individuals’ beliefs, they could control how they
responded to the harassment. Instead of believing the words on the signs, students of all
gender identities came together to uplift one another with their own encouraging statements.
“I respect the couple for wanting to spread what they believe in, but they were doing it the
wrong way,” Brock said. “I love how all of the students came together to stand up for their
beliefs as well.”
A small counter-protest was held by students carrying signs with feminist messages such as,
“My shorts bother you? Gouge your eyes out.” This sign referenced biblical text from
Matthew 5:29 to show the hypocrisy in the evangelists’ signs.
Zavius Kidd, SGA Chaplain at JSU, also commented on the individuals’ harmful and
inaccurate religious statements. He told students, “You can’t draw people [to religion] by
condemning them and judging them.”
Instead, Kidd encouraged people to spread love and kindness on campus to counteract the
negativity. He started this movement of positivity by assuring women that they are an
essential part of the JSU campus.
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“I want to encourage every woman out here today that you’re not just a cook, you’re not just
a baby maker. You are important. You are somebody,” Kidd said.
After the couple left JSU, they visited the University of Alabama in Birmingham to spread
their message. According to UAB Blazer Media Co, an altercation happened between a
student and the evangelist Daniel Rusk on September 15. UAB police investigated the
altercation, and Rusk was arrested.
UAB released a similar statement to students about freedom of speech laws. A statement
from John Jones, Vice President of student affairs, read, “UAB must allow and protect any
individual’s First Amendment rights to express themselves in a manner that is not disruptive
to our educational mission.”
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JSU defeats in-state rival North Alabama
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/09/19/jsu-defeats-in-state-rival-north-alabama/
September 19, 2021

Preston Odam, Correspondent

Jacksonville State was able to tame the Lions of North Alabama in a 27-24 victory Saturday,
September 18, in the Gamecocks’ home opener. This victory moved the number 10 ranked
Gamecocks to 2-1 on the season.
The game was a tough victory for JSU, but the 100-yard scoop and score by Malik Feaster
changed the momentum which eventually led to a win. The Feaster fumble recovery was the
first time in FCS history that a fumble was recovered and returned for a touchdown. The
fumble recovery also broke the school record for longest fumble recovery. The previous
record of 98-yards was held by Eugene Grieg for 59 years until Feaster was able to break it.
The fumble was recovered on a drive that was extremely promising for UNA. The Lions were
pushing the ball downfield and looking to add to the 10-6 lead they had on JSU at the time.
Marshall Clark hit UNA’s running back Parker Driggers, knocking the ball loose. Feaster
recovered the ball seven yards deep in the opponent’s end zone.
“I ran and I scooped it and started running,” Feaster said about his fumble recovery. “I
scanned across the field and I saw No. 16 (UNA’s Takairee Kenebrew) running toward me at
an angle and I just hoped somebody was going to pick him up because I was running out of
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gas.”
Head coach of the Gamecocks, John Grass, told Jax State Sports Information, “After the
kind of week we had, missing some key guys, to get a win any way we can – I’m very
pleased with that. We knew UNA was going to come in here ready to play and they did.”
The Feaster fumble recovery happened in the last minute of the 2nd quarter. In the 3rd
quarter the JSU defense added another turnover and touchdown when Jaylen Swain
intercepted a pass by UNA’s quarterback, Blake Dever, extending the lead to 20-10 with just
under seven minutes left in the quarter.
Zerrick Cooper, the usual starter at quarterback for JSU, dressed out but did not play.
Freshman quarterback Matthew Caldwell got his number called for starter this week.
Caldwell scored his first career touchdown on an 8 yard scramble increasing the Gamecock
lead to 27-17 in the 4th quarter.
Caldwell was able to complete 10 of his 19 passing attempts for a total of 98 yards along
with his 27 yards of rushing. Josh Samuel led the Gamecock rushing attack with 107 yards in
the game. Ron Wiggins, the former Jacksonville High School star, rushed for 54 yards on his
seven carries. Matt LaRoche tacked on 23 yards rushing as well. Markail Benton led the JSU
defense in tackels with seven.
UT Martin comes to Burgess-Snow Field next Saturday. The game is set for a 3 p.m. kickoff.
The Gamecocks will face this former conference foe in their 43rd game against one another.
JSU leads the all-time series 34-8 against UT Martin, including a victory at Martin,
Tennessee last March.
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Rick Bragg celebrates new book launch at JSU reading
series
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/09/23/rick-bragg-celebrates-new-book-launch-at-jsu-reading-series/
September 23, 2021

Charli O’Brien, Correspondent
On Tuesday, September 21 Rick Bragg did a reading of his newest book, “The Speckled
Beauty: A Dog and His People, Lost and Found,” which had been released earlier that
morning.
The event was held at the Ken and Jenny Howell auditorium in Merrill Hall. The event
opened to the public at 5 p.m. and officially started at 6 p.m. with Bragg being introduced by
Dr. Killingsworth and Stacy Stone. Pre-signed books were available for purchase before and
after the event.
Rick Bragg is a New York Times bestselling author and a well-known journalist. He has
currently written 12 books, and in 1996 he won the Pulitzer Prize for feature writing for the
coverage he did of the Oklahoma City bombing.
He is a native of Jacksonville, growing up near Piedmont and briefly attending JSU before
continuing on to pursue his career in journalism. He is currently a professor in the
Department of Journalism and Creative Media at the University of Alabama.
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This was the first reading in the JSU reading series, and Bragg seemed to be very honored
to be there. During the introduction it was mentioned how it was a tradition for Bragg to come
to JSU every time he published a new book, and you could see throughout the crowd how
comfortable and delighted everyone was to see him there.
Bragg opened the event by dedicating his book to his brother who had recently died from
COVID-19. You could see the emotion he had for his brother and how it affected him.
Bragg said that his book “will hopefully make you laugh but also make you emotional;
although that was never how it originally was supposed to be.”
During the reading Bragg was sitting in a chair that “reminded him of elephants in a circus.”
Bragg interacted with the audience, many who followed along in their personal copies of the
book.
As he read, the emotion he had towards the book was shown through his voice. The
audience laughed with him and engaged in commentary throughout the reading.
“Many people say stories make people stay alive, but I’m here to tell you that’s not true.
Stories can only capture the wisdom of people,” Bragg said, after the reading.
He then took questions which he answered in depth and with sincerity. During this time the
audience learned that he has a scholarship at JSU in his mother’s name through the English
Department for first generation students. He considers this “one of the nicer little things” that
he can do in his life.
Bragg then went on to credit his success to three things: coming from a family with the best
storytellers, being around hard workers, and loving to read.
Some advice he gave to young writers was to “not be afraid” and “if you can talk you can
write.” He went on to tell the audience that writing about family is very difficult, but it is very
special when others show interest in the ones that you personally care about.
The event ended with Bragg apologizing for not being able to spend more time with the
audience because of COVID-19 but shared that “the books have become the biggest part of
[his] life.” Hopefully the next time he comes to JSU he will be able to spend more personal
time with everyone.
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A look into this year’s Emmy Awards
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/09/22/a-look-into-this-years-emmy-awards/
September 22, 2021

Whitney Ervin, Features Editor
The 73rd Primetime Emmy Awards aired on September 19, 2021. According to the official
Emmy’s website, the Emmy Awards was conceived in 1948 by The Television Academy with
the first ever ceremony being held in January of 1949. So much has changed since then, but
Hollywood remains constant.
As always, there’s no shortage of discourse surrounding the event. In a change of pace from
the last few years there hasn’t been so much discourse surrounding the winners of the
awards, but rather the way it was held. One of the biggest criticisms the event has faced is
the fact that the ceremony was a maskless event despite the growing number of COVID-19
cases.
According to the Los Angeles County Department of Health, the event was exempt from
restrictions because they considered those who attended the event to be performers.
Even the host, Seth Rogen, commented on the hypocrisy of the event.
“There’s way too many of us in this tiny room right now,” Rogen joked during the event.
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All that aside, it was an entertaining event with many fan favorite shows including Ted Lasso
and The Crown taking home awards in major categories. The Crown dominated on Sunday
night. Taking home a total of seven Emmys. However Ted Lasso had the most nominations
overall, coming in at 13 total nominations including three actors from the show nominated for
Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Comedy Series.
Without further ado, here are Sunday night’s winners in major categories (they were
outstanding.)
Outstanding Comedy Series: Ted Lasso
Outstanding Drama Series: The Crown
Outstanding Limited Or Anthology Series: The Queen’s Gambit
Outstanding Television Movie: Dolly Parton’s Christmas on the Square
Outstanding Lead Actress in a Drama Series: Olivia Coleman for the Crown
Outstanding Lead Actor in a Drama Series: Josh O’Connor for the Crown
Outstanding Lead Actress in a Comedy Series: Jean Smart for Hacks
Outstanding Lead Actor in a Comedy Series: Jason Sudeikis for Ted Lasso
Outstanding Lead Actress In A Limited Or Anthology Series Or Movie: Kate Winslett for
The Mare of Easttown
Outstanding Lead Actor In A Limited Or Anthology Series Or Movie: Ewan McGregor
for Halston
Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series: Gillian Anderson for The Crown
Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series: Tobias Menzies for The Crown
Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Comedy Series: Hannah Waddingham for Ted
Lasso
Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Comedy Series: Brett Goldstein for Ted Lasso
Outstanding Supporting Actress In A Limited Or Anthology Series Or Movie: Julianne
Nicholson for the Mare of Easttown
Outstanding Supporting Actor In A Limited Or Anthology Series Or Movie: Evan Peters
for the Mare of Easttown
Outstanding Guest Actress in a Drama Series: Claire Foy for the Crown
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Outstanding Guest Actor in a Drama Series: Courtney B. Vance for Lovecraft Country
Outstanding Guest Actress in a Comedy Series: Maya Rudolph for Saturday Night Live
Outstanding Guest Actor in a Comedy Series: Dave Chappelle for Saturday Night Live A
full list of nominees and winners can be found on Rotten Tomatoes here!
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Gamecocks settle for draw after double-overtime match
against Belmont
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/09/21/gamecocks-settle-for-draw-after-double-overtime-match-against-belmont/
September 21, 2021

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
On Thursday evening in Jacksonville, the Gamecocks and Bruins faced off in the
Gamecocks’ final regular season non conference match of the season, settling for a 1-1
draw.
Junior Loren House gave the Bruins their first goal of the match in the 48th minute. Avery
Nowak, a member of the 2019 All-OVC Newcomer Team, was credited with the assist.
The Gamecocks were able to put up a goal of their own about ten minutes later at the 58:44
mark. After a remarkable pass by sophomore Briana Eds, Cephana Deane was able to put
the Gamecocks on the board, leaving the Gamecocks and the Bruins tied up at 1-1.
In overtime, neither team could come up with a goal, as the Gamecocks posted three shots
in both overtimes with the Bruins having two of their own. After the draw, the Gamecocks
retained their .500 record at 4-4-1, with the Bruins being at 3-4-1 on the season.
“I thought it was an excellent performance, especially in the first half. I thought we played
some good soccer and created some opportunities. Our back three were really solid tonight
and I thought the midfield three did a really good job of putting pressure on the ball,” said
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head coach Neil Macdonald.
Despite the 1-1 finish, the Gamecocks were more aggressive on the goal than the Bruins,
totaling 22 shots and 9 shots on goal in the match, compared to ten shots posted by
Belmont, 7 of these being shots on goal.
“I have been overall pleased with how we have played in the non-conference matches. I
think the performances have been excellent, but we have let a couple of them get away from
us that we shouldn’t have,” Macdonald said. “It is going to be a challenge going into the
ASUN and a tough opening weekend.”
The Gamecocks’ next match will be on Thursday, Sept. 23 in Lynchburg, Virginia against the
Liberty Flames to begin their string of ASUN Conference matches. The Gamecocks will then
travel to Kennesaw, Georgia to face off against the Kennesaw State Owls on Sunday, Sept.
26. Both of these matches will be available to stream on ESPN+.
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“Hold! Him! Accountable!”: Auburn students demand
justice for victims
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/09/20/hold-him-accountable-auburn-students-demand-justice-for-victims/
September 20, 2021

Emily Ford, Correspondent
Enraged Auburn students gathered Tuesday evening for a sexual assault protest. This was
followed by a protest of more than five hundred people on Samford Lawn on September 14,
organized by Jordan Musantry, a sophomore at Auburn University. This occurred after three
separate sexual assault incidents were reported within the same week.
The first of these incidents occurred on September 8 when a woman claimed an
acquaintance of hers raped her on campus. Then on September 10, another woman claimed
she was walking along a sidewalk when she was “fondled” by an unknown man.
Video evidence following the incident shows the man later made an unsuccessful attempt to
follow two other females into Oak Hall.
The most recent occurred just this Tuesday after a woman reported being raped at an
undisclosed fraternity house on Friday. The woman was not able to recall details of the
incident, but she had multiple injuries that were determined to be consistent with sexual
assault.
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This is not uncommon for the university. According to their most recent annual safety report
in 2019, there were twelve additional rapes reported on the main campus over the course of
a year.
As for the Samford Lawn protest, it was organized just hours after the email report was
released. Students immediately took to social media to spread the word. They advocated for
accountability of the assaulters and support for the victims.
One of the main issues the students protested was for the name of the fraternity connected
to the most recent report to be disclosed. A petition was even circulated asking for the
university to share more information about it. Students held signs that said things such as
“Hold! Him! Accountable!” and “Release the Name.”
Musantry shared with reporters that recent protests held at the University of Nebraska and
the University of Kansas inspired her to rally students together.
“For us, we wouldn’t have done it without those schools doing it.” Musantry said.
She also went on to say that she and other students plan to continue with protests until they
can bring about change.
Following the multiple protests, Auburn’s Student Affairs released a statement.
“The safety of our students is always going to be our top priority,” Dr. Bobby R. Woodard,
Senior Vice President for Student Affairs said, “When incidents happen like the three
reported over the past several days, it makes us work harder and become more determined
to make the campus a safer environment for everyone.”
Student Affairs has also announced to the public that they plan to host a town hall meeting
on Thursday, September 23 in response to the assaults and the protests. In the meeting,
they plan to get feedback from students on how they can be of the most help moving
forward. Their goal is to provide a safe environment for all of their students and to bring
justice to the assaulters and victims.
For more information, visit http://studentaffairs.auburn.edu/ and www.auburn.edu/titleix
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JSU observes Hispanic Heritage Month
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/09/20/jsu-observes-hispanic-heritage-month/
September 20, 2021

Corrin Cadle, Correspondent
September 15 through October 15 is known as Hispanic Heritage Month, and as the whole
country commemorates this time together, Jacksonville State University hosts several events
to participate in the celebration. There are lots of ways for students to get involved with these
celebrations that can truly be an enjoyable time.
On September 22, there will be a “Coffee and Latin Bakery” event held in the International
House from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Followed by “Latin Trivia Night” on September 29 from 5 p.m. to
6 p.m., also in the International House.
Before the “Latin Trivia Night” on the 29, will be “Salsa Night.” Starting at 5 p.m. students can
come and get some chips and salsa, and then stay to play a game of Latin Trivia. After
“Salsa Night” and “Latin Trivia” is over, the International House will have music, food, and
games from 6:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Then there will be the “Sabor Latino” Hispanic Heritage Baking Demo and Sweets Sale on
October 13 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in Leone Cole Auditorium.
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Finally, to close out Hispanic Heritage Month, on October 15 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. there will
be “Latin Night @ The Square.” This will be held primarily at Heirloom Taco. Live music from
the JSU Latin Ensemble will also be part of the closing event.
Needless to say, this will be a month full of fun and celebration as we help observe National
Hispanic Heritage Month. It is important to celebrate this time because it helps those of us
who are not from Latin or Hispanic heritage learn about the culture.
It is also important to celebrate together with other people from this culture. America is full of
diverse and rich cultures, and that is the beauty of living in this country. No two people are
exactly alike, so to be educated and supportive of the cultures around us is truly a valuable
thing we get to do.
Celebrating is something that comes naturally to us as human beings, so why not celebrate
together something that may or may not be specific to us, but because it is specific and
important to the people around us, it should be important to us, too.
These events here at JSU are one small way to get involved for no cost at all. These events
are truly to be inclusive for everyone from every culture to help celebrate Hispanic Heritage
Month. I would encourage everyone to try and attend at least one event during this time.
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Vaccines encouraged as state struggles to manage
COVID-19
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/09/18/vaccines-encouraged-as-state-struggles-to-manage-covid-19/
September 18, 2021

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
Ray Demonia from Cullman, Alabama died on September 1 because of the state’s shortage
of ICU beds.
Mr. Demonia suffered a cardiac emergency but could not find proper medical treatment in
Alabama because hospitals are filled with patients being treated for COVID-19. He had to
travel 200 miles to an available hospital in Meridian, Mississippi after contacting 43 hospitals
looking for an open bed.
Though Mr. Demonia took responsible precautions in fighting the pandemic by getting
vaccinated, COVID-19 still played a role in his death. His case is one example of how
Alabama is still struggling to manage the coronavirus.
The state has been facing a shortage of ICU beds since August. According to data from the
Alabama Hospital Association, as of September 16 there are 1580 ICU patients but only
1569 staffed ICU beds. Almost half of these ICU patients are being treated for COVID-19,
and unvaccinated individuals make up 84% of those admitted with the virus.
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In addition to hospitals being at full capacity, there is also an allocation of the key monoclonal
antibody treatment. The Alabama Department of Public Health confirmed there will be a 30%
cut in the state’s monoclonal antibody supply as a result of the allocation by the federal
government.
These issues have put additional stress on the already overwhelmed health care workers
that are fighting to save lives and end the pandemic. The Alabama Hospital Association is
actively working to find resources and staff members to help solve the shortages in hospitals
throughout the state so a situation like Mr. Demonia’s never happens again.
Alabamians can help by only going to the hospital for true medical emergencies and by
getting vaccinated to potentially save resources for COVID-19 patients. According to The
Washington Post, Mr. Demonia’s family encourages everyone to get vaccinated in Ray’s
honor.
Currently, Alabama has one of the lowest vaccination rates with 40.7% of the state’s
population being fully vaccinated. Hopefully, the number of vaccinated citizens will rise as
people continue to educate themselves on the virus and take use of the free vaccine
resources offered at many pharmacies and stores.
More information on the vaccine and where to find the closest vaccine location can be found
at this link.
In addition to the many local vaccine sites, there are also several opportunities for JSU
students to get vaccinated. One upcoming opportunity is through KICK COVID, a statewide
program that encourages students to get vaccinated on football game days.
Students who get vaccinated at the football game against UNA on September 18 will receive
a 75$ gift card to be used at the JSU bookstore. There are also other incentives JSU
students can claim after getting fully vaccinated. Information on the vaccine incentive
program can be found at this link.
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